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Marquis de Lafayette

Marie Joseph Paul Yves
Roche Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de
Lafayettewashbornin 1757. Before his
second birthday, his father, a Colonel
of grenadierswaskilled at Minden. At
the age of twelve, his mother passed
away and afew weekslater helost his
grandfather to death as well. He was
left avery young, wealthy orphan. On
April 9, 1771, at the age of fourteen,
Lafayette entered the Royal Army.
When he was sixteen, L afayette mar-
ried Marie Adrienne Francoise de
Noailles— alying himself with one of
thewealthiest familiesin France. (She
wasrelated to the King.)

Lafayette'sreal introduction
toAmericacameat adinner on August
8, 1775, whentheyoung Marquiscame
into contact with the Duke of
Gloucester who spoke with sympathy
of the struggle going on in the colo-
nies. With thoughts of the “romantic”
American cause, glory and excitement,
Lafayette made plans to travel to
America. Realizing hisplanswould be
disapproved of by the King and his
family, Lafayette confided in hisfriend
the Comte de Broglie, who in turnin-
troduced him to the Baron Johan de Kalb. Both men were seeking to
travel to America and after several delays, the two men set up a
journey acrosstheAtlantic with written agreementsfrom Silas Deane
that they would be commissioned major generals.

When Lafayette learned of the struggle of the Americans
intheir endeavor to secure their independence he resolved to come
to the colonies to aid them in their efforts as a volunteer. He also
persuaded several French officersto comewith him. Eventually he
landed near Charleston, South Carolina, June 13, 1777, and when
theleaderslearned of hismission they welcomed him very hospita-
bly. Later in the summer he came to Philadel phiaand the Congress

Major General Marqu de Lafayette
September 6,1757 - May 20, 1834

welcomed him as he came to serve
without pay and also as a volunteer.
Since he represented the highest rank
of French nobility and his motives
were so patriotic in the American
cause, the Congress commissioned
him a Mgor Genera on the 31st of
July. Later inthe summer he met Gen-
eral Washington and a friendship de-
veloped between the two men which
lasted as long as Washington lived.
Hewasnot even 20 yearsold! During
Lafayette's life he never forgot the
great American. L afayettewasamem-
ber of Washington's staff and during
the Battle of the Brandywine,
L afayette participated in the closing
part of the battle when he was
wounded. Later in the autumn he re-
joined the American forces since he
had recovered from hiswound.
InDecember, 1777, hewent with
Washington and the army into winter
quarters at Valley Forge. In the early
daysof the camp severd officerswere
interested in trying to have a senti-
ment developed against Washington
to have Congress relieve him of the
command of the Continental armies. (Conway Cabal) However, they
were unableto gain the support they expected. They tried to secure
the cooperation of Lafayette, but failed. In order to explain the situ-
ation he wrote along letter to Washington in which he pledged his
loyalty to the General. Washington replied to Lafayette in a letter
which was marked by his sincere appreciation. In due course the
proposed scheme of the few officers failed as it was doomed to
failurefrom the beginning. The soldiersand officersat Valley Forge
werevery loyal to Washington, and the members of Congress real -
ized that Washington was an unusual leader, which some of the

Congressmen had not taken into consideration.
Continued Page 4 column 1
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ROCHESTER CHAPTER’S
GRAVE MARKING

Ivory Simmons Grave Marking
Pictured left to right: Lee Harris, Seve Clarke, Alex Williams,
Julie Goldstein (DAR Representative) Dave Wi liams

Earlier this summer, ESSSAR’s Saratoga Battle Chapter
President Rick Saunders, contacted Rochester Chapter President
Steve Clarke concerning arequest from John Pierson, a\West Vir-
ginia resident, who'd located the grave of his Patriot Ancestor,
Ivory Simmons. Saunders and Pierson met at the rededication of
the SAR monument at the Saratoga Battlefield. Pierson reported
that Simmons’sgrave had no marking of any sort to indicate that he
had served the cause of the Revolution and wanted to know if ~ the
SAR could arrange for amarker to be placed.

Proof of Simmons'’s service was obtained from Pierson
and the Rochester Chapter placed abronze SAR Patriot’s marker at
Ivory Simmons'sgrave on 22 July. Thework detail included Roch-
ester Chapter membersLeeHarris, Steve Clarke, Alex Williams, and
DaveWilliams; the DAR wasrepresented by Julie Goldstein.

Of noteisthefact that we were unableto locate any SAR
or DAR memberslinked to this Patriot’s service. Of course, we're
encouraging John Pierson to join our ranks, but for anyone else
who can provelinksto Ivory Simmons, Geneal ogist-General Neal
at SAR Headquarters has copies of Simmons's service record and
pension record as provided by Pierson, and a photograph of the
grave stonewith SAR marker in place. Patriot Simmons'sgraveisin
the Marion Village Cemetery, Wayne County, NY. O

LET'S FACE IT —
ENGLISH IS A CRAZY LANGUAGE.

Thereisno egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger; neither apple
nor pinein pineapple. English muffinsweren’t invented in England
or French fries in France. Sweetmesats are candies while sweet-
breads, which aren’t sweet, are meat.

Wetake English for granted. But if we exploreits paradoxes, we
find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a
guineapig isneither from Guineanor isit apig.
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And why is it that writers write but fingers don’t fing, grocers
don’'t groce and hammers don’t ham?If the plural of tooth isteeth,
why isn’t the plural of booth beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one
Moose, 2 meese? Oneindex, 2 indices?

Doesn't it seem crazy that you can make amends but not one
amend, that you comb through annals of history but not a single
annal? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all but
one of them, what do you call it?

If teachers taught, why didn’t preacher praught? If a vegetarian
eats vegetables, what doesahumanitarian eat? If you wrote aletter,
perhaps you bote your tongue?

Sometimes| think all the English speakers should be committed
to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what language do people
recite at aplay and play at arecital? Ship by truck and send cargo
by ship? Have noses that run and feet that smell? Park on drive-
ways and drive on parkways?

How can aslim chance and afat chance be the same, whileawise
man and wise guy are opposites? How can overlook and oversee
be opposites, while quite alot and quite afew are alike? How can
the weather be hot as hell one day and cold as hell another.

Have you noticed that we talk about certain things only when
they are absent? Have you ever seen ahorseful carriage or astrapful
gown? Met sung hero or experienced requited love? Have you ever
run into someone who was combobulated, gruntled, ruly or
peccable? And where are all those people who ARE spring chick-
ensor whowouldACTUALLY hurt afly?

You haveto marvel at the unique lunacy of alanguage in which
your house can burn up asit burnsdown, inwhich youfill inaform
by filling it out and in which an alarm clock goes off by going on.

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects
the creativity of the human race (which, of course, isn't arace at
al).

That is why, when the stars are out, they are visible, but when
thelights are out, they areinvisible. And why, when | wind up my
watch, | start it, but when | wind up thisessay, | endit... O

COLUMBIA CHAPTER WITNESSES
THE BURNING OF KINGSTON

Compatriot Paul Haynes, President

The Columbia Chapter has been fortunate this year to be
ableto be a part of the reenactments of the Revolutionary Year of
1777. InApril of thisyear we met at the Hoffman House Restaurant
(aPre-Revolutionary Home) for our annual Spring Meeting. At that
time we heard awonderful talk by the Kingston Historian, Edwin
Ford, on the Burning of Kingston in October, 1777, by the British.
Kingston is celebrating its 350th year (1652-2002) as a Town and
the 225th anniversary of its burning.

On October 19,2002, our Chapter will again meet at the
Hoffman House Restaurant for lunch and be ableto view the reen-
actment of the Burning. Several activitiesin conjunction with this
reenactment are taking place in the City of Kingston. Prior to and
following our Luncheon our memberswill be ableto attend many of
them.

Following the defeat of General Burgoyne at Saratogain
October 1777, and the departure of St. Leger back to Canada, the
British took itsrevenge upon Kingston (then the State Capitol) and
retreated to New York City. Kingston played avery special rolein
the Revolutionary War activitiesof 1777. O
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THE PRESIDENT'S

REPORT

Asyour Empire State Society, SAR
President and representative, | have been
very busy attending different organizational
functions spreading the word about our so-
ciety. It'sredly amazing that thereare so many
people who don't know what the SAR is or
what our purpose and functions are. While
researching information to present a Law
Enforcement Commendation Medal, | had to
explainto one police officer that wewere not
aMilitia, but apatriotic lineage organization
whose members are descendants of Patriots
who served in the Revolutionary War. | told
him that our ancestors were members of a
Militia- not us.

Serioudly, there are many people
who don't know about our organization and
we need to make ourselves known. Thiscan
be accomplished by informational booths at
community events, newspaper articleswhen-
ever awards are presented or new officers
elected to your Chapters, giving talks about
the American Revolution to school groups
or other organizations, placing postersin li-
brariesand historical societies. | havefound
that a good conversation piece is our Mem-
bership Rosette. | wear mine on my sport
jacket all the time, not just during our SAR
meetings, and it has led me into several
chances to speak about our organization -
some of these have even produced new mem-
bers.

| was asked to speak about the
American Revolution at our church during
the morning service and also attended sev-
era other lineage organizations ( 3 meetings
in one day on one occasion) where | was
asked to give information about the SAR.
Whenever you get the chance to tell others
of our society - takeit!! - evenif it'sonly to
talk about how you researched your ances-
tor to becomeamember. | think weall liketo
tell what our ancestor did in the Revolution.

State Registrar Roy Goold hastold
methat thislooksasthoughit will beagood
year for new membersfor the ESSSAR. Sev-
eral of our chapters have been working hard
to get new membersand it'san honor for me
to seetheseresults. Syracuse Chapter, which
has an information booth at the New York
State Fair each year, presented many of our
chapterswith prospective member informa-
tion for their areas. | would like to compli-
ment all of thoseinvolved in thisproject. In
the process of handing out SAR informa-
tion, answering questions, gathering pro-
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spective member information, etc. they also
took timeto sell SAR Cookbooks on a sug-
gestion from Central Region VP Don Piron.
Aninvitation was given for any SAR mem-
berstojoin themin this project which seems
to benefit all of us.

We returned again to the Beeches
in Rome, NY for our September Board of
Managers Meeting which was hosted by
Oriskany Battle Chapter. | would liketo ex-
press my thanks again to Oriskany Battle
President Burke Muller and the Chapter for
the preparation of thismeeting. The Novem-
ber BOM Mesting (23 Nov 2002) will beheld
inCorning, NY at the Radisson being hosted
by Newtown Battle with the March BOM
Meeting (22 Mar 2003) being hosted by
Saratoga Battle. Since our attendance at the
ESSSAR Annual Meeting hasbeen low, we
have decided to try having this meeting held
inacentral location of the State. It hasbeen
suggested that we try having this meeting
held at the Beeches once again on 17 May
2003. By knowing when each meeting is
going to be held it may give you a better
chance to plan your calendar and help you
attend. Remember, any SAR Member can
attend these meetings, but only Board Mem-
bers are alowed to vote on matters.

| hopeto seeyou at our next BOM
Meeting.

Respectfully

L ttee 7 Chadiuieh

William J. Woodworth, President O

FROM THE DESK OF
“THE COOKBOOK

COORDINATOR”

As of thisdate, nearly 2300 cook-
books have been sold throughout the coun-
try; inthe Empire State Society SAR almost
200 cookbooks have been sold. To the best
of my knowledge, all pre-paid orders have
been delivered -- either in person or by mail.
(Pleaselet meknow if thereare any mistakes
in this area.) But, hopefully, that isn't the
end of cookbook sales -- the cookbook isa
great suggestion for birthday presents,
Christmas gifts, and other gift-giving occa-
sions. Because the cookbook is designed
as a 3-ring binder, it is very "do-able" -- it
will stay open while arecipeisused.

To order more cookbooks, simply contact
me at the following address:
Susan Woodworth, 447 Brainard Place
Painted Post, NY 14870-1101
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sender. The Editor.
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Jonathan E. Goebel, Secretary ESSSAR
96 Old Mill Pond Road
Nassau, NY 12123-2633
Telephone 518-766-2142

The cookbooks sell for $17.00
each; checks and/or money orders should
be made payable to "Susan Woodworth".
And aBIG thank you to al who have sup-
ported the SAR in this project.

Thank You
Susan Woodworth O

NEED YOUR HELP -
LOOKING FOR INFO

| wasnotified, viae-mail, by aVir-
giniaState Society, SAR Member that there
was a cup and saucer listed on Ebay (the
Internet Auction site) that had the SAR Logo
and the words, "Newtown Battle Chapter,
SAR" onit. After successfully bidding on it
and corresponding with the antique dealer, |
found that the cup was made in France be-
tween 1892 - 1906 (Newtown Battle Chapter
was chartered in 1897), hand painted, and it
was a Limoges pottery. It is also unique in
that the Logo is painted across from the
handleinstead of ontheside of the cup. The
colors of the cup are that of the SAR colors
(White, Gold, and Blue).

After preparing to send payment
for thisitem, | wasnotified by the dealer that
she had another cup and saucer set. This
one, aso in the SAR colors, has the SAR
Logo on both pieces. The saucer has in-
scribed on the bottom, "NSSAR - 1227 16th
S, NW-Wash. D.C.".

Continued Page 8 col 1 “My Cup Runneth Over”
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General Gates who was only luke
warm in hissupport of Washington had suc-
ceeded in convincing several members of
Congressto appoint aBoard of War inwhich
Gateswould have complete control. He sug-
gested that plans should be developed to
invade Canada. Gates knew how loyal
L afayette was to Washington and he urged
that L af ayette should command
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peoplewere disgusted that the Board of War
wanted to carry on an invasion in the midst
of winter. Hefound asmall body of men about
twelve hundred, who lacked sufficient cloth-
ing to carry on such acampaign. The other
soldiers Gates had promised had not arrived
and there was every evidence they would
not arrive. Lafayettefound that in thisnorth-
ern department Congress owed officers, men
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Congress passed the following resolution
on behalf of Lafayette’sservice: “ That Con-
gressentertain ahigh sense of hisprudence,
activity, and zeal and that they arefully per-
suaded nothing has or would have been
wanting on his part, or on the part of the
officers who accompanied him, to give the
expedition the utmost possible effect.”

Lafayettereturnedto Valley

the expedition and Congress
agreed to the campaign and
gave Gatesauthority to work out
the details. In the meantime
Washington was ignorant of
this new plan. However, after
Gates worked out some of the
details, he wrote a letter that
Congress had approved the in-
vasion of Canada and also that
he had appointed Lafayette to
command the expedition.
L afayette was also notified of
his appointment. He consulted
at once with Washington and he
stated to Washington in em-
phatic termsthat he did not want
to accept the appointment, but
Washington overruled his ob-

Marquis de Lafayette Named American
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 8/6/02

WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Marquis de Lafayette, who fought alongside
George Washington and secured the aid of France during the Revolu-
tionary War, on Tuesday became the sixth person to be conferred with
honorary U.S. Citizenship.
With the stroke of a pen, President Bush bestowed honorary
citizenship on Lafayette. The legislation the president signed hails
Lafayette as ~“forever a symbol of freedom."
The full name of the French aristocrat, who died in 1834, was
Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier.
Lafayette arrived in Philadelphia in 1777. He was appointed a
major general by the Continental Congress, was wounded at
Brandywine, shared the winter hardships at Valley Forge and was a key
strategist in the Yorktown campaign that led to the British surrender.
He also was instrumental in securing French aid for the strug-
gling American forces. Lafayette was the first foreign dignitary to ad-
dress Congress, in 1824, and upon his death both the House and
Senate draped their chambers in black.

Forge early in April 1778
and waswarmly welcomed
by Washington. Washing-
ton found he could place
the utmost responsibility
upon Lafayette. Lafayette
found that the conspiracy
to displace Washington
was virtually ended and
with defeat for the conspira-
tors. He was involved in
action at Barren Hill on
May 20th. Lafayette re-
mained at Valley Forgeim-
proving his knowledge of
military tacticsuntil Wash-
ington marched out of Val-
ley Forge to meet the en-
emy in New Jersey.

When Washington learned

jections and Lafayette reluc-
tantly accepted the appoint-
ment. Washington understood the situation
and told L afayette that the expedition would
not materialize. Lafayette went at once to
York, Pennsylvania, the new capital of the
United States and began to carry out plans
for the proposed expedition. However, while
Lafayette was in York, he reveaed his sin-
cere devotion and support of Washington.
Thisturn of affairs led Gates to change his
procedure and now he was anxious to have
L afayette depart from York for Albany, New
York, the center of operations against
Canada. L afayette hurried to Albany and ar-
rived on February 17, 1778, though the au-
thorities had not expected him before the
25th. He wanted to see how much had been
done in preparation and what he had to do.
He saw Governor Clinton also an earnest
supporter of Washington. Clinton was not
enthusiastic about theinvasion. After acare-
ful study of the supplies Lafayette found
that too many essential thingswerelacking.
In the meantime Generals Schuyler, Lincoln
and Arnold were decidedly opposed to the
expedition asmoney, food and soldierswere
lacking to make the expedition asuccess. As
he continued to investigate, he found that

and others more than eight hundred thou-
sand dollars. Finally half of that amount
came, which did not meet the needs of the
situation.

Healso received definiteword that
Canada was well prepared for the invasion
as they knew the details of the campaign,
which was indeed discouraging news for
Lafayette.

Inaletter to Washington under date
of February 23, Lafayette stated he found
each day conditions were very serious with
no prospectsof improvement. Hefound debt,
dissatisfaction, and deceit everywhere. He
wrote: “1 am sent, with a great noise, at the
head of the army to do great things. The
whole continent, France, and what is the
worst, the British army will be in expecta-
tion.” Finally, Congressrealized the serious-
ness of the situation and sent dispatches to
Lafayette to delay the expedition which
meant the wild adventure was ended and it
came to such an untimely end as Washing-
ton had said it would. Washington knew that
the Congress did not have the money to
spend on such futile expeditions and there
was lacking sufficient man power to invade
Canadaat thistime. Finally, in March 1778,

that the British had evacu-
ated Philadelphia on June 19, 1778, he or-
dered histroopsto pursuethe British across
New Jersey. Asthe Americanswere coming
nearer to the enemy, Washington called a
council of war at Hopewell, New Jersey to
determineif ageneral attack should be made
upon the enemy or to follow the plan of an-
noying the enemy and, if a favorable time
came, then to make ageneral attack. Lee, of
the older officers, was opposed to agenera
attack, but Wayne, Greene and Lafayette
wrote separate letters to Washington in
which each stated that a large detachment
of Americans should be sent forward to at-
tack therear of the Britisharmy and if results
werefavorable, then ageneral attack should
be made. Washington accepted thisplan. He
offered thecommand to General Leebut Lee
was certain the plan would result in disaster.
In the meantime L afayette came to Wash-
ington to request the command of the ad-
vanced position, but Washington told
L afayette it wasimpossibleto turn the com-
mand over to him unless Leewould bewill-
ing to resign it. When Lafayette spoke to
Lee about giving the command to him, Lee

agreed as he did not desire to command
Continued Page 5 Column 1
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Marquis de Lafayette - Continued from Page 4
troops when the result of defeat was inevitable, and so with
Washington’s approval, Lafayette took command and advanced to
meet the enemy. Then, upon further consideration, Lee decided he
wanted to take the command, as hefelt that if Lafayette succeeded
in defeating the enemy, then the Congress would criticize him for
permitting a younger man and of less experience to defeat the en-
emy. He asked Washington to return the command to him, but Wash-
ington, since L afayette held the command, could not displace him,
and Washington told Lee it was necessary to ask Lafayette and, if
he were willing to relinquish the command, then Lee would be re-
stored to the command. Lee appeaed to the generous spirit of
L afayetteto return the command to him. L afayette promised if hedid
not find the enemy that day he would resign the command in favor
of Lee. The day passed without a struggle and in the evening
L afayettewrote Lee aletter in which heresigned the command and
L ee assumed charge of the division.

The next day Washington and hisarmy caught up with the
enemy. A favorable moment arrived to make an attack and Washing-
ton ordered Leeto attack, and hewould advance with therest of the
army in order to defeat the enemy. When Washington arrived with
his men, much to his surprise he found Leeretreating with hisdivi-
sion. Washington stopped the retreat, reorganized the retreating
division and ordered an immediate attack. The enemy were driven
back, but the day wastoo far advanced to win adecisive victory, so
the soldiers kept their positions and a general attack was planned
early the next day. During the night the British retreated and eventu-
ally reached New York.

In the spring of 1778 Washington sent General Sullivanto
command the Continental troopsin Rhode Island. The Britishwere
strongly entrenched at Newport and the British fleet was also on
guard. Later in the summer Washington sent Greene and L afayette
with additional troops to aid Sullivan. The Americans hoped that
the French fleet and French forces would give them much needed
aid to conquer the British. The French fleet had suffered consider-
able damage from a storm and Admiral Estaing felt his ships were
unprepared to meet the British fleet. Consequently Sullivan had
some unkind wordsfor the situation which resulted in much misun-
derstanding. The French fleet went to Boston harbor for repairs.
Sullivan urged L afayette to make thelong trip to Boston to urgethe
authoritiesto hurry the repairs so the fleet could attack the British.
Lafayette agreed reluctantly and after a seven hour ride reached
Boston and the authorities promised to have the repairs made at
once. Lafayette returned to Rhode Island and upon arrival found
the British had attacked Sullivan’sforces but were driven back with
heavy losses. Then Sullivan withdrew his forces to higher ground
astheresult of aletter he received from Washington that Howe had
left New York with troops to help the British at Newport. When
L afayette arrived upon the scene he found the Americans were re-
treating to higher ground, then Lafayette though fatigued from his
long trip to Boston, asked Sullivan to command the rear-guard and
thus he brought out safely more than a thousand men and supplies
and united theforceswith Sullivan’smain army. Sincethe American
army was safe, Sullivan sent his report to Congress in which he
mentioned the earnest service of Lafayette. Congress was much
pleased with Lafayette's efforts and on September 9, 1778, passed
the following resolve: “That the President be requested to inform
the Marquis de Lafayette, that Congress have a due sense of the

NOVEMBER 2002

PAGE 5
sacrifice he made of his personal feelings in taking a journey to
Boston with a view of promoting the interest of these states, at a
timewhen an occasion was daily expected of hisacquiring glory in
thefield, and that his gallantry in going on Rhode Island, when the
greatest part of the army had retreated, and his good conduct in
bringing off the pickets and out- sentries, deserve their particular
approbation.” Lafayette appreciated this action of Congressand he
wrote to President Laurens of the Congress in part under date 23
September 1778, asfollows:. “I have just received your favor of the
13th instant, acquainting me with the honor Congress have been
pleased to confer on me by their most gracious resolve. Whatever
pride such an approbation may justly give me, | am not less affected
by the feelings of gratefulness, and the satisfaction of thinking my
endeavours were looked on as useful to acause, in which my heart
isso deeply interested.” Since the active campaigning was over for
1778, Lafayette expressed adesireto return to Francefor atime.

Consequently he applied to Congressin Philadel phiafor a
furlough to return home. On October 21, Congress granted him per-
mission to return to his native land and stated: “that he shall return
at such time as shall be most convenient to him.” When Lafayette
arrived in France he went at once to the palace at Versailles to see
hiswifeand family. Since L afayette had left France against the King's
will, he knew hewas under a cloud and could not come to the court
until he was forgiven by the king. His father-in-law went to see
Maurepas, the minister, who informed him that L afayette must un-
dergo aperiod of exile before hecould returnto court. Later L afayette
wasexiledtothe Hotel deNoaillesfor aperiod of eight days, and he
was not permitted to go about, and no one was permitted to see him
except his family. He was always honored by the queen and she
madeit apoint to see him in the palace grounds before he went into
exile. She congratulated him on hisfinerecord in the American war.
Once it became known that Lafayette was exiled, the king soon
discovered that the sentence was considered unjust and L afayettes
praiseswere heard on all sides. Neverthel ess, many important people
did cometo seehim during his period of exile. When histerm of exile
was completed he was summoned by the King who received him
very graciously, congratulated him very warmly on his service for
the United States. The early situation was soon forgotten and
L afayette stood very high in court affairs. Shortly after his return
homethe Congress of the United States presented him with asword
which was an honor appreciated by the King and his government.

From the very beginning on his return home, Lafayette
made every effort to secure additional aid from his government. In
thelong run hiswork borefruit. On June 12, 1779, L afayettewrotea
long letter to Washington in which he expressed his hope that he
would soon be with Washington to tender such aid as he could
give. He knew how much the colonies needed money so he wrote:
“It gave me much trouble, and | so much insisted upon it, that the
director of finances looks upon me as his evil genius. France has
incurred great expenses lately. The Spaniards will not easily give
their dollars. However, Dr. Franklin has got some money to pay the
bills of Congress, and | hope | shall determine the government to
greater sacrifices. Serving Americanisto my heart aninexpressible
happiness.”

Early intheyear 1780 Lafayette'shard work with the French
government resulted in the success of sending French troopsto aid
Washington and additional needed supplies. So insistent was
Lafayettefor aid to the Americansthat one day Count de Maurepas
Continued on Page 6 Column 1
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said in the royal council: “Itisfortunate for
the King, that L afayette does not takeit into
hishead to strip Versaillesof itsfurniture, to
send to his dear Americans; as his Mgjesty
would be unableto refuseit.” In addition to
governmental supplies L afayette purchased
our of his private account alarge amount of
supplies for the troops he would command
on hisreturnto America.

After numerous conferences the
French government decided to give the
French troops to the command of Count de
Rochambeau and Lafayette would be ex-
pected to command the American division
according to the plans of Washington. Spe-
cial instructions were given Rochambeau
under date March 1, 1780, from Versailles:
“His Magjesty, having determined to send a
considerable body of troopsto American, to
the assistance of hisallies, the United States,
has appointed Count de Rochambeau, one
of hislieutenant-generals, to the chief com-
mand of the twelve battalions of infantry,
which are to be commanded under his or-
ders by four major-generals. This corps,
which his Majesty has furnished with its
proper complement of artillery for siegesand
service in the field, is to be in readiness to
start from Brest in the first days of April,
under the escort of a squadron of six ships
of theline, commanded by the Chevalier de
Ternay.” Lafayette had stressed the vital
need of harmony in order to assure military
successin the campaign. In the instructions
given to Rochambeau therewasthis signifi-
cant statement: “ That the general, to whom
his Majesty intrusts the command of his
troops, should always and in all cases be
under the command of General Washington.”

Lafayette sailed inthe French frig-
ate Hermione on March 19 and after a pas-
sage of thirty-eight days arrived in Boston.
He reported to Washington and then went
to Philadel phiato give the French represen-
tatives of his government certain official
papers. Rochambeau and his expedition ar-
rived in Newport on July 10. The coming of
this help brought new hopeto the American
cause. In the weeks which followed Wash-
ington and Rochambeau made careful plans
so that their campaign would bring definite
success and Washington hoped it would be
the final victory for independence.

Inthemeantimethe Britishinvaded
the south in their endeavor to crush the war
in that section Washington sent such troops
that he could spare and the first real move-
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ment began in the spring of 1781 when
Lafayette was sent to Virginia to unite his
forces with Steuben, who was also operat-
ingthereinalimited way. Intheearly fall of
1781 Cornwallisand histroopswere driven
into Yorktown, Virginia, and now theforces
of theAmericansand French moved toforce
him to surrender since he was also held in
from the sea by the French fleet. Asaresult
of brilliant efforts on the part of the Ameri-
cans and the French forces, Cornwalliswas
compelled to surrender on October 19, 1781.
Rejoicing was manifested throughout the
entire country asat last the victory waswon.
Gratitude waslikewise given the French for
their timely help and particularly to L afayette
for his unselfish devotion to the American
cause. Every one seemed to realize that the
main fighting was ended. Consequently,
Lafayette went to Washington to secure a
leave of absenceto return home. Hewent to
Philadelphia to secure the permission of
Congress which granted his request and
gavehim afineletter of appreciationfor his
patriotic services. Before he sailed for home
Washington wrote him a personal letter in
which he said: “I owe it to your friendship
and to my affectionate regard for you, my
dear Marquis, not to let you leave this coun-
try without carrying with you fresh marks of
my attachment to you, and new expressions
of the high sense| entertain of your military
conduct and other important servicesin the
course of the last campaign, athough the
latter are too well known to need the testi-
mony of my approbation.” L afayette sailed
home from Boston on the United States ship
“Alliance” on December 23, and before sail -
ing hewrote aletter to Washington in which
he said: “Adieu, my dear General; | know
your heart sowell that | am surethat no dis-
tance can alter your attachment to me. With
the same candour | assure that my love, re-
spect, my gratitude for you, are above ex-
pression; that, at the moment of leaving you,
| felt more than ever the strength of those
friendly tiesthat forever bind meto you.”
W hen Lafayette returned home he
was honored for his unusual service in
America. He had done much to strengthen
the ties of friendship between France and
the United States. Eventually changescame
to the French government and Napoleon
came to be head. L afayette stood firmly for
representative government and never
yielded to the full support of Napoleon.
When the sad news reached France early in
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the year 1800 of the death of Washington,
Napoleon decided to hold a memoria ser-
vice for Washington at Invalides, but
L afayette was not invited and Napoleon or-
dered the orator not to refer to Lafayettein
his oration. It was rather a glorification of
Napoleon than amemorial serviceto Wash-
ington. However, L afayette had hisglorious
memories of Washington and the friendship
of the great man.

In 1784 he visited America on
Washington's invitation. During the ensu-
ing years, he aided Thomas Jefferson, U.S.
Minister to France on numerous political and
economic matters. He was a member of the
Assembly of Notablesin 1787. In 1789 he
was a representative for the nobility of
Auvergnein the States General. On July 26,
1789 he was named the commander of the
National Guard — saving the royal family
from aParismob in October. A year later he
was promoted to Lieutenant General, but re-
signed on October 8th. In 1792, when war
wasdeclared with Austria, hetook command
of the army, but was later replaced during
therise of the Jacobin influence and hefled
to Belgium. He was taken by the Austrians,
who turned him over to the Prussians who
held him prisoner until 1797. Hewas eventu-
ally freed by Napoleon, returning to France
in 1800, only to find his fortune destroyed.
He declined anumber of social and political
offers over the convening years, focusing
his attention on the lands of La Grange, his
home outside of Paris. In 1825, he accepted
an invitation to visit the United States and
thus began atour of the country rivaling the
frenzy of audiences at music concerts to-
day. Hereturned to France after his popular
tour of the States, working in the political
arena. He spent some $200,000 or more of
his fortune in support of the coloniesin the
Revolution. He eventually was paid by Con-
gressfor “ servicesrendered” during thewar.
Hewas given two checks. Onefor $120,000
and onefor $80,000. (Thelarger check of the
two isin the collection of the Valley Forge
Historical Society). Hewasalso given lands
in 1803 (in Louisiana) which did not see an
income until almost twelveyearslater.

Totheend of hislife Lafayette held
firm for representative government in his
country. The great general died in 1834. His
fine work for American independence will
never beforgotten and hisnamewill always
shine out on the pages of our history. O
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WALLOOMSAC BATTLE CHAPTER
John Sheaff, President
The 225th Anniversary of the

“ Battle of Bennington” Observed

On August 11, 2001 the Walloomsac Battle Chapter initi-
ated the planning of the observance of the 225th Anniversary of the
"Battle of Bennington" by hosting a meeting of interested local
parties. This group included Chapter members, the Ondawa Cam-
bridge Chapter, N.S.D.A.R., theNew York State Office of Parks, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation, the State of Vermont Division for
Historic Preservation, the Town of Hoosick, N. Y., and other persons
from the Town of Hoosick area.

A year's planning and work cameto fruition with alecture
program on Friday evening, August 16, 2002 at the Bennington
Museum, Bennington, Vermont and a day-long program of topics
related to the Battle on Saturday, August 17,2002 at the New York
Bennington Battlefield Historic Site, Walloomsac, N.Y.

TheFriday evening lectureby Dr. Manfred von Gall, Hanau,
Germany dealt with the role of German troops at the Battle of
Bennington and previously unpublished maps of the battle area
drawn by Germansinvolved in the battle. These mapswere brought
back to Germany at some time after the Battle and now are part of
various German archives. They were found by Dr. von Gall while
doing research on the American War for Independence and his an-
cestor Colonel Wilhelm von Gall (1734-1799) who wasin command
of German unitsin Americaduring the War.

Through the efforts of the Wall oomsac Battle Chapter and
Dr. Thomas Barker, aretired history professor, four of these maps
have been published and are now available for purchase from the
Walloomsac Battle Chapter along with atranslation of the map leg-
ends and related historic images. Contact John Sheaff, President,
Walloomsac Battle Chapter, 2132 State Rt 22, Cambridge, NY 12816
(518-677-5562) or (Ijsheaff @myexcel.com) for detalls.

The Saturday program included a tour of the Battlefield
and description of the Battle by Philip Lord, Jr, author of the book
"War Over Walloomscoick”, a discussion of the relationship be-
tween the "Battle of Bennington™" and the "Battles of Saratoga by
Park Ranger Joe Craig of the Saratoga National Historic Site, apor-
trayal of "ThreeLoca Women of the Revolution" by membersof the
Bennington Museum Office of Education, Period Activitiesfor Chil-
dren by Grafton Lakes State Park Staff Members LauraConner and
MelissaAlbino.

Also at the Site were representatives of the U.S. Postal
Servicewith aspecial cancelation commemorating the 225th Anni-
versary of the "Battle of Bennington", representatives of the Town
of Hoosick with adisplay of period artifacts, Dr. von Gall with a
display of the period German maps mentioned above, information
on the history of flags by Walter Cookinham of the Oriskany Battle
Chapter and an encampment of members of the Brigade of theAmeri-
can Revolution. In addition the New Boston Artillery Company of
New Boston, New Hampshire displayed one of the cannons cap-
tured at the Battle of Bennington. This cannon is now known asthe
"Molly Stark Cannon". Emergency medical servicewas provided by
the Town of Hoosick Rescue Squad.

A forma commemoration Ceremony opened withthesing-
ing of the National Anthem by Miss Elizabeth Green of Greenwich,
N.Y. followed by remarks by guest speakers Hoosick Town Supervi-
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sor Marilyn Douglas, Rennselaer County Director of Veterans Af-
fairsRobert Reiter, Assemblyman Roy McDonald and from the New
York Office of Parks Recreation and Historic Preservation Park Man-
ager Thomas Conklin, Deputy Commissioner for OperationsJuliaS.
Stokes, Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation J. Winthrop
Aldrich, Assistant Regional Director of Administration Cheryl M.
Gold, Director Bureau of Historic Sites JamesP. Gold, Saratoga Capi-
tal District Commission Chair Hesther Mabee and Commission Mem-
ber KatharineL. Tomasi.

Cathe Stark Mercereau, a direct descendant of Gen. John
Stark, presented acommentary on thelife of Gen. Stark.

Military honors included the laying of wreaths provided
by the National Society Sons of the American Revolution, the Con-
necticut Society, S.A.R., the Bennington Victory Chapter, C.A.R.,
and the John Stark Chapter, C.A.R.

Participating were Jonathan Goebel, VPG North Atlantic
District, Eugene S. Clauss, VPG New England District, Todd
Gerlander, New Hampshire State President and the New England
Contingent Color Guard, S.A.R. Alsoincluded in the ceremony was
a contingent of the Brigade of the American Revolution under the
command of Inspector General Peter Schaaphok. O

FROM THE DESK OF
THE STATE REGISTRAR

Compatriots:

At the ESS Board meeting at Rome yesterday the Board of
Mangers approved the Temporary cessation of the $5 Application
feefor new applicantswho apply prior to December 31, 2002. This
$5. will be applied to cover the duesincrease levied by the National
Society. The fee for those applications in process during this pe-
riod must be accompanied by a Check payable to the Treas. Gen
NSSAR for $60.00 and the second payableto the Treas. ESS, SAR
for $7.00.

Secondly, | will hold al applications received from now
until after November 1st so that the dueswill cover the remainder of
thisyear and all of next. | will appreciateit if you will send me any
applications when you have them ready, rather than holding them
until after Nov 1st so that | may complete the book work and have
them ready to go.

After January 1st the feeswill be:
National: Application Fee $35 + Dues $25 = $60 total
ESS: Application Fee $5 + Dues $7 = $12 total
Supplemental feesremain the same $20 National ESS$5

National will no longer beissuing Dual Member ship num-
bers If you have a dual member from out of state just collect his
Chapter and State dues, assuming he has paid the current national
due in his home state society. If you would like to receive the
current Registrar’sReport et meknow and | will send it to you Snail
Mail.

Roy Goold Registrar, ESS O
SILLY LAWS

In Memphis, Tennesseg, it isillegal for awoman to drive a car
unlessthereisaman either running or walking in front of it waving
ared flag to warn approaching motorists and pedestrians.

In Pennsylvania, “any motorist driving along a country road at
night must stop every mile and send up a rocket signal, wait 10
minutes for the road to be cleared of livestock, and continue.” O
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BINGHAMTON CHAPTER
ANTICIPATES ACTIVE YEAR

The Binghamton Chapter islooking forward to an active
2002-2003 year. For starters, the Chapter meeting on Oct 19" will
have as its speaker, Mrs. William Scanlon. Mrs. Scanlon is the
granddaughter of George F. Johnson who was the co-founder of
the Endicott- Johnson Shoe Co. This company, under the leader-
ship of Mr. Johnson, gave many benefitsto its employeesthat were
considered to be outstanding during the 1920-1930 timeframe. Many
of these benefits are now considered standard by US industry.
Because of Mr. Johnson’s foresight, this area was called “ The
Home of the Square Deal.” Mrs. Scanlon will talk on some of her
memories when growing-up and visiting her grandparent’s home.
Along with her presentation, she will have on display some of the
table settings and other mementoes she inherited when the home
was converted to alibrary. Along with her presentation, four new
members of the chapter will be presented their certificates. After the
meeting, we plan to conduct a mini-workshop for those who arein
the process of completing their membership applications. At the
present time, we have ten candidates working on their applications,
with several others expressing an interest to join.

On Dec 21¢ , we will have as our speaker, Mr. Eric Swan,
who will speak on“ How Color isPut into Movies.” Mr. Swanisa
long time member of the Binghamton Classic Films Club and hasan
extensive background on the history of motion pictures. In Feb, we
will have our annual joint meeting with the Tuscarora Chapter, DAR.
The speaker at this meeting will be Gerry Smith, Broome County
Historian. His presentation will be* The Ne' er Do Wells of Broome
County.” Two other Chapter meetings will round out the current
year.

In addition to our regular Chapter meetings, other activi-
ties we will be doing this coming year are: reinstituting our book
giftstolocal librariesin memory of departed members; establishing
committees for the Knight Essay, Eagle Scout and Law Enforce-
ment Awards. Continuing projects are patriot graves registration,
Flag certification program, cemetery cleanup and gravesite marker
program.

Robert Morton Haff, President O

Continued from page 3 col. 3* My cup Runneth Over”

It also has"Decorated by "Deland Studios- ??, L. 1., N.Y."
It also hasacrest (maybe aFamily Crest) abovethis Deland inscrip-
tion. Both setsarein excellent shape with no nicksor cracks. | would
appreciate any information regarding either or both of these sets. It
may be possible that the "Newtown Cup" was given as a gift to the
SAR or to the Newtown Battle Chapter Members when they were
organized and chartered in 1897.

You may contact mein any of thefollowing manners; mail,
phone/FAX, or e-mail at the addressinformation listed bel ow.

William J. Woodworth, President Empire State Society, SAR
447 Brainard Place

Painted Post, NY 14870-1101

(607) 962-8290 hillsue3@juno.com

Thank you in advance for any information. O
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EDITOR’S NOTE (Photo submission)

On several occasions Compatriots have sent me fantastic
pictures of various activities of their chapter to be included in the
Empire Patriot. Unfortunately some of these picture are not always
inaformat that | can use in conjunction with the printers. They are
either Polaroid, photosthat have been scanned, computer processed
and printed on coated photo paper and/or digital photos that have
been printed on coated photo paper direct from a CD disk or a
camera. Because of the electronic processes involved between my
equipment and the printers, | must have original photos. Photos
taken on adigital cameracan beforwarded on adisk. Bear in mind,
your Patriot Newsletter isnot “ Photcopied” - it isprinted by profes-
sional printers and as such | would like to send you a professional
looking copy.

Thank You for you cooperation. Hank O

BOARD OF MANAGERS MEETING

Compatriots,

Newtown Battle Chapter will be hosting the November 2002
ESSSAR Board of Managers Meeting which will be held at the
Radisson Hotel - 125 Denison Parkway East - Corning, NY 14830-
2786 on November 23, 2002 at 10:30AM inthe Carder Roomwiththe
business meeting beginning at 11:00AM.

The luncheon menu will be a buffet consisting of the following
items;
Daily Soup, Tossed Garden Salad Bowl, Fresh Fruit Salad, Sea-
sonal Salad, Deli Siced Baked Ham, Breast of Turkey, and Roast
Beef, White Albacore Tuna Salad, Siced Cheeses, Fresh Lettuce,
Siced Tomatoes, Siced Onion, and Pickle Wedges, Breads and
Roll Assortment, Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee, Tea Assortment, |ced
Tea, and Soft Drinks.

Cost will be$12.00 per person, tax and gratuity incl. Res-
ervationsareneeded by November 18, 2002. Please make checks
payableto: " NEWTOWN BATTLE CHAPTER, SAR"

Mail to: Samuel R. Pulford, Treasurer, Newtown Battle
Chapter, SAR, 289 Front Sreet, Owego, New York 13827-1603

For those members who will be making arrangements for
anovernight stay, we haveroomsat aspecia price of $65.00. Rooms
will haveeither aQueen Sized Bed or 2 Double Beds. Room reserva
tionshave aNovember 8, 2002 deadline. Phone 1 - 800-333-3333 or
(607) 962-5000 for reservationsand mention " Sons of the American
Revolution" or "SAR" for special rates.

Directionsare:

If Traveling EAST: Take EXIT 45 on Route 17 (1-86) to Downtown
Corning. At the 5th traffic light turn LEFT onto Chemung St.
Radisson Hotel ison your LEFT.

If Traveling WEST: Take EXIT 47 on Route 17 (1-86) to Downtown
Corning. Turn RIGHT at top of Exit Ramp, Turn LEFT at thetraffic
light. Travel to Corning and turn RIGHT at the 3rd traffic light onto
Chemung St. Radisson Hotel isonyour LEFT.

PLEASE OBSERVELOCAL SPEEDLIMITS O
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JOINT WREATH LAYING CEREMONY

Pictured left to right: Compatriots Charles F. Walters, Clyde W. Childs, Jr.,
Peter K. Goebel, Sephen Coye, Donald Haid, Duane P. Booth, Richard C.
Saunders, Chapter President, Jonathan Goebel, Harry Taylor, Dennis F. Marr
and Lewis Socum. Top Photo, L to R: A Cadet, Peter Buchard, Donald Haid

Sons and Daughter s Place Memorial Wreaths

In Saratoga National Historical Park

Following the hurried erection of a large tarp, the sun
came out to shine on the annual Wreath Laying Ceremony spon-
sored jointly by the Saratoga Battle Chapter, SAR and the Saratoga
Chapter, DAR on September 22, 2002. Among the honored guest
were Mrs. Nancy Rodenmacher, NY S Director District IV, repre-
senting Ms. Frances Pattarini, NY S Regent, NSDAR; Mrs. Jean
Kraeger, Regent, Holland Patent Chapter, NSDAR; Mrs. Brian (Su-
san) Szewczyk, Regent, Saratoga Chapter, NSDAR; Richard C.
Saunders, Jr., President Saratoga Battle Chapter, SAR Duane P.
Booth, VP & Treasurer, Saratoga Battle Chapter, SAR Jonathan
Goebel, Vice President General, North Atlantic District, NSSAR
Lt. Col. Peter K. Goebel, Alt. National Trustee, ESSSAR.

Wreaths were laid by both sponsoring chapters (Richard
C. Saunders, Jr., President, Saratoga Battle Chapter and Susan
Szewczyk, Regent, Saratoga Chapter, DAR) aswell astheNY State
Society of DAR (Mrs. Nancy Rodenmacher), Virginia State Society
of SAR (presented by Duane P. Booth) and the Holland Patent
Chapter, DAR (Mrs. Lois Gruner, Regent).

Aspart of the ceremony, and atradition, Mr. Peter Dubacher
of the Berkshire Bird Paradi se was present with an American Bald
Eagle. Thisproud symbol of our country certainly was admired by
all in attendance as there was a prolonged period of questions and
answers which included a description of the activities of the orga-
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nization Peter oversees. Members were presented with abrochure
and made aware of the fact that the Berkshire Bird Paradise had
recently released a captive born eaglet.

Following the ceremony abrief chapter meeting was held
in which the Chapter was recognized as a Charter Member of the
New York State Military History Museum and presented a Certifi-
catefrom Past Chapter President G William Glidden, who described
the evolution of the museum from adream to the new formal loca-
tionin Saratoga Springs. O

MONUMENT DEDICATED
IN NATIONAL PARK
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Saratoga Chapter President Richard C. Saunders, Jr.
and Past President DennisF. Marr

On July fourth the Saratoga Battle Chapter, unveiled anew
plague on the SAR Monument outside the visitors center in the
Saratoga National Historical Park Battlefield.

This event was attended by Compatriots and friends and
wasthefinal chapter inafiveyear effort to move the monument that
was initially placed in honor of our nations bicentennial. Initially
placed by the Chapter when it was known as the Admiral George
Brown Chapter, the monument was closeto the Visitor Center build-
ing, but off in a corner where it was hard to find. Then Chapter
President, Dennis Marr initiated the process which continued from
the Park to Boston, through archives to determine if the first loca-
tionwas historically important, and if not, would anything affect the
removal and relocation of the monument to a new |ocation.

All of this effort finally came to fruition when the final
approval camethrough from the National Park Service, inthe spring.
A new bronze plague was installed in honor of the 225th Anniver-
sary of the battles of Saratoga, with the old plaque retained by the
park for historical purposes.

Current Chapter President Richard C. Saunders, Jr. was
assisted by former President Marr in the unveiling ceremony. Presi-
dent Saundersnoted the historical significance of the Saratoga Battle-

Concluded on back page 10
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field and quoted from General George Washingtonin 1775 aswell as
Washington's Farewell addressin 1796, noting that we should strive
to be active in our own lives, serving our communities, fostering
peace, though always ready for defense.

Former President Marr expressed prideinfinally seeing the
monument moved and provided a concise history of the effort, not-
ing that thisisthe last private monument to be placed in a National
Park.

Following the SAR Monument Unveiling, Compatriotsand
guests retired to Visitors Center for the presentation of awards to
two local Eagle Scouts who participated in the SAR Eagle Scout
Essay competition.

The Saratoga Battle Chapter was proud to have the honor
of presenting awards to Eagle Scouts William D. Courtney of
Glenmont as the Second Place winner for the Empire State Society
and Lucas E. Selig of Saratoga as the First Place winner from the
Twin RiversCouncil.

From Left: Chapter President, Richard C. Saunders, Jr.; Wiliam
D. Courtney; Lucas E. Selig; Past President DennisF. Marr;
Duane P. Booth, VP & Treasurer.
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Pictured left toright: Richard C. Saunders, Jr., President, Bill Mosher, Lew
Socum, Clyde Childs, Duane P. Booth, Walt Milbank, Don Haid, Bob
Fickies, and CharlesKing.

TURNING POINT PARADE 2002

August 04, 2002 presented a wonderfully sunny day for
the Turning Point Parade, and this year celebrated the 225th Anni-
versary of the Battles of Saratoga and Surrender of General John
Burgoyne.

The Saratoga Battle Chapter had both avehicleand amarch-
ing contingent in the Parade which featured many varied groups
from alarge geographic area. Sincethisyear marked the 225th Anni-
versary, therewas agreater assortment of patriotic organizationsas
well asre-enactors participating in the parade.

The Daughters of the American Revolution were repre-
sented from several Chapters and some discussion has led to the
possibility of ajoint DAR/SAR vehicle or float for next year's pa-
rade. This has become an event that several Compatriots look for-
ward to and the community certainly comesout inforce. O
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